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Abstract: The recent, almost complete disappearance of
the original wild goats from the island of Montecristo, in
the Northern Tyrrhenian Sea (Italy), raises worrying ques-
tions about the method currently employed in Italy to
compile red lists of animal species requiring protection.
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I fear that I fail to understand the meaning and the
purpose of the short note signed by S. Gippoliti (2015),
in response to a previously published article of mine
(Masseti 2015a). If the intention is to state that no wild
goat ever existed on Montecristo, it would appear that
Gippoliti has deliberately decided to ignore the exten-
sive evidence furnished by me in the article in question
(Masseti 2015a, and references therein) and in many other
previous writings of mine. Consequently, [ have no wish to
repeat myself, and [ would merely recall that Toschi (1953,
1965) already scientifically described the Montecristo goat
as wild, identifying it as corresponding “in general terms
to the description of Capra hircus aegagrus” (Toschi 1953).
To the best of my knowledge, Gippoliti never carried out
a survey on Montecristo nor did he observe the local wild
ungulates apart, perhaps, from those employed in the
recent farcical creation of the enclosure dedicated to them
in the “Bioparco” of Roma. Consequently, I find it hard to
understand on what grounds Gippoliti believes he has the
credentials to express himself on the matter.

Given these premises, Gippoliti’s note appears to me
as simply another opportunity for proposing the exclusion
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of known anthropochorous taxa from conservation lists.
He has on several occasions (Gippoliti and Amori 2002,
2004, 2006, Gippoliti 2013) suggested that this ought to be
followed by the implementation of ulterior protective leg-
islation, as a necessary measure to maintain the unique-
ness and richness of biodiversity. But this leaves the
question of how to treat the allochthonous populations of
certified ancient anthropochorous origin (Masseti 2002,
2009a,b, 2015a). In fact, in many cases, an excessively
philological and “purist” approach to the compilation of
the conservation documents may prove to be detrimental,
precisely because the primeval ecosystems were irretriev-
ably lost thousands of years ago. In the more specific case
of the endemic mammals of the Mediterranean islands,
almost the whole of them has been practically extinct for
so long (Masseti 1998, 2003, 2009b). And nor is it possible
to replace them with “ecologically” similar forms for the
purpose of a hypothetical environmental reconstruction,
even admitting that it would have any sense.

It is indeed beyond discussion that the Montecristo
wild goat is of anthropochorous origin but its probable
foundation by humans in prehistoric or protohistoric
times, as in the case of other insular populations of ungu-
lates (see Masseti et al. 2008), may have resulted in the
chance preservation of a significant portion of the pheno-
typic and genetic variability of the species Capra aegagrus
Erxleben, 1777, up to the present. If this population is to be
excluded from the international conservation lists, then
the same would have to be done for many other “non-
autochthonous” species which now enjoy both a conti-
nental and insular diffusion. Speaking of Italy alone, this
would be true of the majority of the lagomorphs and the
ungulates, as well as several species of rodents.

From the recent IUCN Lista Rossa dei vertebrati ital-
iani, compiled by Rondinini et al. (2013), we would, for
example, have to cancel all the red deer, Cervus elaphus
Linnaeus, 1758, dispersed today within Italy, includ-
ing the Mesola population which, despite the efforts of
recent genetic studies to declare it as the new endemic
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subspecies Cervus elaphus italicus (Zachos et al. 2014;
Lorenzini and Garofalo 2015), cannot be documented as
an autochthonous population since the latter was estab-
lished not prior to the 13th—-16th centuries AD (Masseti
2016). We would also have to eliminate the Corsican red
deer, Cervus elaphus corsicanus (Erxleben 1777), intro-
duced onto Sardinia only since the end of the 7th—6th
millennium BC (Masseti and Vianello 1991, Vigne 1992),
although certain studies fail to take the archaeological
evidence into account (Zachos and Hartl 2006). Similarly
deleted from the list would be all the varieties of roe deer,
Capreolus capreolus (Linnaeus 1758); C. c. ssp. capreo-
lus (Linnaeus 1758); C. c. ssp. italicus (Festa 1925), the
origin of which is still far from being established. Another
species, the anthropochorous origin of which throughout
the Italian (and hence European) territory of its current
diffusion has been definitely proclaimed, is the crested
porcupine, Hystrix cistata (Linnaeus 1758) (Masseti et al.
2010). The available evidence in fact indicates that this
African rodent did not occur in Italy before late antique or
even medieval times, and that it never spread in Europe
beyond Sicily and the Italian peninsula; not to mention all
the non-volant terrestrial mammals which, apart from the
Sicilian shrew, Crocidura sicula (Miller 1901), are now dif-
fused on the Italian islands where they were introduced by
man at different times (Masseti and Vianello 1991, Vigne
1992, Mazza et al. 2013). And the situation is no better in
the non-Italian Mediterranean islands.

Moreover, I refrain for obvious scientific and linguis-
tic reasons from commenting on the contradictory and
absurd delineation of specie quasi-endemica (=“almost
endemic species”) offered by Gippoliti (2013), or on the
erroneous and misleading notion of specie parautoctona
(=“para-autochthonous species”) adopted in the decree of
19 January, 2015, List of the allochthonous species excluded
from the provisions of article 2, paragraph 2-bis of Law no.
157/1992, published by the Ministero del’Ambiente e della
Tutela del Territorio e del Mare in collaboration with the
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole Alimentari e Forestali
of the Italian Government in the Gazzetta Ufficiale della
Repubblica Italiana on 07-02-2015 (cf. Masseti 2015b), fol-
lowing Genovesi (2007). I do not see the purpose of these
definitions, other than generating further confusion which
could divert from a less conservative management of the
Italian faunistic resources. In short, if we do not wish to
take into consideration the historic and cultural value, as
well as biological, of many populations of ancient anthro-
pochorous origin, they would all be eradicated from their
current territories of diffusion — of which they have been
an integral part for millennia — in the name of an unbeliev-
ably partial retrieval of natural ecosystems which could
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have unimaginable consequences for these ecosystems, or
for what remained of them.

References

Genovesi, P. (ed.). 2007. Linee guida per limmissione di specie
faunistiche. Quader. Cons. Natura, 27. Ministero del’Ambiente,
Istituto Nazionale Fauna Selvatica, Ozzano dell’Emilia (Bolo-
gna). pp. 51.

Gippoliti, S. 2013. Checklist delle specie dei mammiferi italiani
(esclusi Mysticeti e Odontoceti): un contributo per la con-
servazione della biodiversita. Bollettino del Museo Civico di
Storia Naturale di Verona (Botanica Zoologia) 37: 7-28.

Gippoliti, S. 2015. The wild goat of Montecristo Island: did it ever
exist? Mammalia 80: 221-222.

Gippoliti, S. and G. Amori. 2002. Anthropochorous mammal taxa
and conservation lists. Cons. Biol. 16: 1162-1164.

Gippoliti, S. and G. Amori. 2004. Mediterranean Island mammals:
are they a priority for biodiversity conservation? Biogeographia
25:135-144.

Gippoliti, S. and G. Amori. 2006. Ancient introductions of mammals
in the Mediterranean Basin and their implications for conserva-
tion. Mammal Review 36: 37-48.

Lorenzini, R. and L. Garofalo. 2015. Insights into the evolutionary
history of Cervus (Cervidae, tribe Cerini) based on Bayes-
ian analysis of mitochondrial marker sequences, with first
indications for a new species. J. Zoolog. Syst. Evol. Res. 53:
340-349.

Masseti, M. 1998. Holocene endemic and anthropochorous wild
mammals of the Mediterranean islands. Anthropozoologica 28:
3-20.

Masseti, M. 2002. Uomini e (non solo) topi. Gli animali domestici
e la fauna antropocora. Firenze University Press/Universita di
Firenze, Firenze. pp. 337.

Masseti, M. 2003. Holocene endemic and non endemic mammals
of the Aegean islands. In: (E. Kotjabopoulou, Y. Hamilakis, P.
Halstead, C. Gamble and P. Elefanti, eds.) Zooarchaeology in
Greece. Recent advances. British School at Athens Studies 9:
47-57.

Masseti, M. 2009a. A possible approach to the “conservation”
of the mammalian populations of ancient anthropochorous
origin of the Mediterranean islands. Folia Zoologica 58:
303-308.

Masseti, M. 2009b. Mammals of the Mediterranean islands:
homogenisation and the loss of biodiversity. Mammalia 73:
169-202.

Masseti, M. 2015a. The wild goat, Capra aegagrus Erxleben, 1777, of
the island of Montecristo (Northern Tyrrhenian Sea, Italy): does
it still exist? Mammalia 80: 125-141.

Masseti, M. 2015b. Dell’'uomo e dell’animale. Riflessioni su una
millenaria relazione antropocentrica. Animal studies. Rivista
italiana di antispecismo 6: 38-53.

Masseti, M. 2016. Data on the historical distribution of the red deer,
Cervus elaphus L., 1758, of Mesola, in the Po delta (north-
eastern Italy). In: (J. De Grossi Mazzorin And U. Thun Hohen-
sten, eds.) Atti del 7° Convegno Nazionale di Archeozoologia.
Universita di Ferrara, Ferrara (in press).




DE GRUYTER

Masseti, M. and F. Vianello. 1991. Importazioni preistoriche di
mammiferi alloctoni nelle isole del Mar Tirreno centro-settentri-
onale. Rivista di Scienze Preistoriche XLIII (1-2): 275-292.

Masseti, M., E. Pecchioli and C. Vernesi. 2008. Phylogeography of the
last surviving populations of Rhodian and Anatolian fallow deer
(Dama dama damal L., 1758). Biol. J. Linn. Soc. 93: 835-844.

Masseti, M., U. Albarella and J. De Grossi Mazzorin. 2010. The
crested porcupine, Hystrix cristata L., 1758, in Italy. Anthropo-
zoologica 45: 27-42.

Mazza, P.P.A., S. Lovari, F. Masini, M. Masseti and M. Rustioni. 2013.
A multidisciplinary approach to the analysis of multifactorial
land mammal colonization of islands. BioScience 63: 939-951.

Rondinini, C., A. Battistoni, V. Peronace and C. Teofili. 2013. Lista
Rossa IUCN dei Vertebrati Italiani. Comitato Italiano IUCN e
Ministero del’Ambiente e della Tutela del Territorio e del Mare,
Roma. pp. 54.

M. Masseti: Montecristo wild goat =——— 3

Toschi, A. 1953. Note sui vertebrati dell’Isola di Montecristo.
Ricerche di Zoologia applicata alla Caccia 23: 1-52.

Toschi, A. (ed.). 1965. Fauna d’Italia. Mammalia. Lagomorpha,
Rodentia, Carnivora, Ungulata, Cetacea. Edizioni Calderini,
Bologna. pp. 647.

Vigne, J.-D. 1992. Zooarchaeology and the biogeographical history
of the mammals of Corsica and Sardinia since the last ice age.
Mammal Rev. 22: 87-96.

Zachos, F. and G.B. Hartl. 2006. Island populations, human intro-
ductions and the limitation of genetic analyses: the case of
the Sardinian red deer (Cervus elaphus corsicanus). Human
Evolution 21: 177-183.

Zachos, F.E., S. Mattioli, F. Ferretti and R. Lorenzini. 2014. The
unique Mesola red deer of Italy: taxonomic recognition (Cervus
elaphus italicus nova spp., Cervidea) would endorse conserva-
tion. Ital. J. Zool. 81: 136-143.



